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DEDICATION

For our three children who were part of this journey,

Our first daughter Ruhama, the start of our blessing.

Ebenezer, the middle of our journey.

Tsiona, the goal of our journey to the Promised Land.

We love you!

You are the best gifts from the Lord in our life.

May God fulfill your every desire according to

His richness and will.

We are always here for you.
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INTRODUCTION

The story of the Ethiopian Jewish community is one that is
steeped in history and intrigue. For hundreds, if not thousands of
years, the God of Israel has been watching over his ancient people to
bring them back home to Zion. Their sudden return which began in
the early 1980’s with “Operation Moses” was dramatic. It made the
newspapers of the time, and the history books of today. Many would
call it a modern-day miracle. Yet few of us have heard the individual
stories of the journey and the struggle of those who returned.

Here is one such story that will deeply touch your heart and
show God’s faithfulness to fulfill his call in the lives of Kokeb and
Menalu Gedamu. It is a love story, a dramatic escape through war-
torn Africa, and a spiritual journey of discovering God’s amazing
protection, guidance and faithfulness. In pursuit of God’s call to be a
“Levite,” Kokeb faces the refining fire of unimaginable difficulties,
obstacles, opposition, and apparent closed doors. In the end, these
are the exact ingredients for multiple miracles from God’s hand.

I first met Kokeb and his family in Israel in 1995. He was a
charismatic leader with a big vision to impact the rest of the
Ethiopian Jewish community in Israel. This indomitable spirit has
characterized his life since childhood and has been the success to his
survival in many different situations. It has set him apart from others,
and perhaps made him ahead of his time in his pursuits in Israel.
However, God makes no mistakes, and when one door closes, an
even greater door opens. This has been the story of Kokeb’s life and
today he still carries a deep burden for his home in Israel and for his
own people.

I am sure that Kokeb would agree with me that the real key
to success is trust in the God of Israel, no matter what the status of
our birth or the challenges that life presents. This is a real-life story
of destiny that will inspire and challenge every reader.

And the story continues…
Jennifer Kaplan, Israel
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FORWARD

As a retired lawyer, one of my projects is to read Pulitzer
Prize winning novels, the themes of most of which express varied
cultures in America. My wife and I came to know Kokeb and Menalu
Gedamu and their children through Beth Yeshua Synagogue in
Philadelphia. We know them as joyous, gentle, gracious, and yet
determined people. We have marveled at the beauty and intellectual
accomplishments of their daughter Ruhama, and observed the
athleticism of their son Ebenezer, and the promise of stunning beauty
of their younger daughter Tsiona. We knew some of their story, but
not its entirety until we read the remarkable story of their lives set
forth in this book.

I am struck by the fact that my own accomplishments in the
face of what I considered obstacles pale significantly in comparison
to what you will read here. I am also struck by the fact that their
story is more memorable and expresses greater courage than those in
many of the Pulitzer Prize winning novels. Their story of
accomplishments in living their lives as Ethiopian Jews and sharing
with others their exotic heritage reveals a culture which has not yet
been explored by any Pulitzer Prize work to date.

And, most notable of all is the fact that this story is not a
novel, but a true story, and these people walk among us today!

Enjoy!
David Scholl, Philadelphia
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PREFACE
“Once they were kings. A half million strong, they matched their faith with
fervor and out-matched the Moslem and Christian tribesmen around them to
rule the mountain highlands around Lake Tanna. They called themselves
Beta Yisrael—the House of Israel—and used the Torah to guide their
prayers and memories of the heights of Jerusalem as they lived in their
thatched huts in Ethiopia. But their neighbors called them Falashas—the
alien ones, the invaders. (“Falashas: The Forgotten Jews,” Baltimore Jewish
Times, 9 November 1979).

In the early 1980's, Ethiopia forbade the practice of Judaism and the
teaching of Hebrew. Numerous members of the Beta Yisrael were
imprisoned on fabricated charges of being “Zionist spies,” and Jewish
religious leaders, Kesim (sometimes spelled Quesim), (sing. Kes or Qess)
were harassed and monitored by the government.

Ethiopian Jews have been the targets of missionaries for many decades.
When the missionary activity intensified at the end of the 19th century,
large numbers of the Beta Israel community converted. From approximately
that time until Israel began to actively help the Jews immigrate, members of
the Beta Israel community have abandoned their faith. Some did so because
they were pressured or persuaded by the missionaries; others responded to
social pressure, and some may have viewed conversion as a way to improve
their economic condition (for example, they could then own land). These
people who had once been Jews, or, more often, whose ancestors had been
Jews, are referred to as the Falash Mura. The Falash Mura, however, did
not refer to themselves as Beta Israel until after the Jews had begun to
immigrate to Israel.

Most Jews who converted to Christianity joined the Coptic Orthodox
church. The Ethiopian Church was part of the Coptic Orthodox Church until
1959. One of the few pre-colonial Christian churches of Sub-Saharan
Africa, it has a membership of about 40 million people and is thus the
largest of all Oriental Orthodox churches. The faith and practice of most
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Orthodox Ethiopian Christians reflects Jewish and Christian influences. For

example, their churches consist of three main parts, with the Holy of Holies
as its center, just like the Jewish Tabernacle, and their priests, called Kesim
or Quesim, are considered Levites, kohanim.

The historical data concerning how a Jewish population first came
to settle in Ethiopia is scant due to the lack of written records and the
regional prevalence of oral traditions. There are however many theories, of
which three are the most widely accepted:

1. The Ethiopian Jews are the descendants of the lost ancient Israelite
tribe of Dan.

2. They may be the descendants of Menelik I, the fabled son of King
Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, as set down in the folkloric,
biblical and aggadic Ethiopian Kebra Negast.

3. They might be descendants of Jews who left Israel for Egypt
following the destruction of the First Temple in 586 BCE.

Regardless, for thousands of years, Jews in Ethiopia maintained a strict pre-
Talmudic biblical Judaism. They kept Kashrut (Jewish dietary laws), the
laws of ritual cleanliness, and observed the Jewish Sabbath and festivals.
The Kesim (religious leaders) were respected as the rabbis of each
community and presided over festival services in the ancient liturgical
language of Ge'ez. They passed down Jewish tradition orally and
maintained the Jewish books and torah scrolls that some communities had
preserved in Ge'ez.1

Here is the story of one of them.
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Ephesians 3:20-21

Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that weask or think, according to the power that
worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the church by Christ
Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. A men.
(K JV, boldface added)

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all
weask or imagine, according to his power that is at work
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! A men.
(NI V, boldface added)

Now to him who by his power working in us is able to do
far beyond anything we canask or imagine, to him be
glory in the M essianic Community and in M essiah Y eshua
from generation to generation forever. A men. (CJB ,
boldface added)
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http://www.ethioembassy.org.uk/tourism/contents/Map%20of
%20Ethiopia.htm (LOCATION OF THE MAP OF ETHIOPIA)
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